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~ Black Women Honored 
_ AtHistorical Society 


The Watu Wazuri Dancers and Swahili Drummers, under the direction of Julia Milton, standing in 


> oe aane 


the background, are shown performing one of their various routines for the enjoyment of those in the 


audience. 


By Debbie Juniel 

The African American 
Historical and Cultural Society 
{AAHCS) was the scene of 
unlimited talent. 

On Sunday. July !7. Biack 
Women Organized for Action 
(BWOA) dedicated a four-hour 
program to Black women of 


America who have been a vital, 


part gf holding this country 
together for the last 400 years. 

tne affair opened with 
several fantastic jazz numbers, 
courtesy of Julian Priester and 
His Jazz Ensemble: Martha 
Young, piano; Hashima. bass; 
and Jeff White. drums/per- 
cussions. 

While the jazz musicians 
entertained the audience. 
numerous familiar and un- 
familiar Black female faces 


flashed on a large silk screenin . 


color. 

Black women weve honored in 
the categories of: civil rights. 
law and judiciary. government. 
education, performing and fine 


arts. medicine. literature. and 
busirese and industry. Biack 
women honored for their great 
contributions were: Gwendolyn 
Brooks (literature), Frances 

Harper (literature). Mary Ma- 
honey (medicine). Dr. Ruth 
Temple (medicine), Sojourner 
Truth (civil rights). Rosa Parks 
(civil rights}. Coretta Scott 
King {civil rights). Mary Mc- 
Leod Bethune (law). Shirley 
Chisholm (government), 
Yvonne Burke (government). 
Barbara Jordan (government). 
Josephine Baker (performing 
arts}, Billie Holiday (pertorm- 
ing arts), Ruth Bowen (busi- 
ness and industry). Eunice 
Johnson (business and in- 
dustry). and many cthers. 

Lois A. Wiley (a teacher from 
Washington. D.C.) and Anim- 
sa Sumchai shared poenis they 
had written, Eleanor Curry 
gave impressive performances 
in dramatic interpretation and 
fap dancing. 

The Watu Wazuri Dancers 


and Swahili Drummers stole 
the entire segment of enter- 
taining. by displaying unbe- 
iievable talent and expertise. 
The dancing and drumming 
captured the attention of the 
audience. young and old. Di- 
rector of the group is Ms. Julia 
Milton. The group has been 
together for eight years. 

Mistress of ceremonies was 
Jule Johnson Guest speaker 
was Aileen Hernandez. one of 
the founders of BWOA. Hests 
and hostesses were proviced 
by Fillmore/Fell Cooperatici:. 
BWOA. and AAHCS. 

The theme of the atiair was 
Black Women: Achievement 
Against the Odds. BWOA was 
started in i971. Exhibits wilt be 
on display through Aug. 14 and 
will be open free of charge tor 
the public to view. AARCS 15 
located at 680 McAllister St.. 
in San Francisco. 

Refreshments, socializing 
and relaxing music concludec 
the affair. 


on eneeneneneemnnnnnneaaaas 


